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Great Sayings. . .

The plus symbol is made with two minus symbols. So all negative things can be
shaped into positives by our smart work and positive thinking

The more sand that has escaped from the hourglass of our life, the clearer we
should see through it.

If you can’t find the right words for certain situations just give a smile. Words
may confuse, but a smile always convinces.

Always keep hoping for good. As the famous Japanese thought says; “Keep a
green tree in your heart, the singing birds will automatically come.”

A small dot can stop a big sentence. But few more dots can give continuity...
Amazing, but true. Make every ending a new beginning.

Life is too ironic to fully understand. It takes sadness to know what happiness
is, noise to appreciate silence and absence to value presence.

Compiled by K O Elias, Chacko Homes
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A ChristmasCommentary
Rev.Dr. M.J. Joseph, Devalokam

Smeon, the Sear (Lk.2:29-32)

Simeon, the Seer’s bold leap into the
life of Jesus and Mary are indeed an
invitation to find an entry into the New
humanity of Christ. “The prophetic
words- “a light for revelation to the
Gentiles and for revealing God's glory
to the chosen people of God” (Lk.2:32)
are meant for healing and transformation
of the whole world. The spirit-inspired
words of Simeon echo thosefoundinthe
Second I saiah and they speak of the dual
mission of Jesus to the Jews and to the
non-Jews alike. For Simeon, the Senior
citizen, the Christ- child isset for thefall
and rising of many in Israel and for
revealing the hidden thoughts of many.
In the prophetic books and the New
Testament “light” always describes the
coming of the Lord. “The people who
walked in darkness have seen a great
light; thosewho dwelt in theland of deep
darkness on them has light
shined” (1s.9:2) The Seer’swordsto Mary,
the mother of Jesus,-” asword will pierce
through your soul”-foreshadow the
suffering of Jesusin hisredemptivework.
In the person of the Christ- child, people
encounter * God in the best possible way.
All that isarrogant must be broken down,
all that islow must beraised. God isthe
one who exposes the secret thoughts of
all.

|
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The Seer’s prediction became truein
the ministry of Jesus. The judgment and
mercy of God convey theideaof thefall
and rising of all. A bold vision for a
radical Christian stancein missionisthe
great challenge that we discern from the
Nunc Dimittis.

The presence of Anna with Simeon
(Lk.2:36-38) in the temple adds a new
dimension to the bold vision of Simeon.
The placing of a man- centered incident
side by side with a woman-centered
incident is significant as Luke, the
Evangelist, wants to highlight the
emerging one humanity in Christ.

Transformation of the created order
is possible, if people are prepared to
undergo metanoia (repentance) and
transformation. Christ asthe New Adam
takes the divine and the human lead for
apastoral and prophetic ministry. In the
birth of Jesus, “joy to the word” has
become a divine possibility (shining of
divine light) in our midst. In a world
where people adore a materialistic
culture, ethnic clashes, communal riots,
racial discrimination, hatred and
bitterness our task is tremendous. The
vision of Simeon to follow the radiance
of light in our midst through repentance
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(metanoia) and sacrifice are the two
ingredients for societal transformation.
Peace on Earth isthe benediction given
by the heavenly host at the birth of Jesus.
For Simeon, it is the dwelling of light
from above in our midst. The angel’s
announcement of the divine blessings of
peaceisthe fulfillment of agreat vision
in 1s.52:7.The technological world of
today cannot carry the good tidings of
peace ,if it doesnot seek, *'thethingsthat
are pertained to eace”. In his encyclical
entitled “Peace on Earth” Pope John
XXII11 gives us acommentary on the all
embracing plan of God as envisioned by
Simeon.

“May He banish from the hearts of
man whatever might endanger peace,

may He transform them into witnesses
of truth, justiceand brotherly love... May
He kindle the wills of all, so that they
may overcome the barriers that divide,
cherish the bonds of mutual charity,
understand others, pardon those who
have donewrong; by virtue of Hisaction,
may all peoples of the earth become as
brothers...”

Thecall of Simeonisto “the spiral of
violence is broken and bud of peace
beginsto bloom”.

Let us try to become like Simeon,
“righteous, devout, expectant and
endowed withtheHoly Spirit” (Lk.2:25)
for receiving new revelations.

d‘tolws

An obviously distressed gentleman staggered into the psychiatrist's
office and begged, "Doctor, you have to help me. Every night I
dream I am marooned on a desert with a dozen blondes and a dozen
brunets - each one more beautiful than the rest”.
"You sound like one of the luckiest men alive”. Why do you need my
help?” asked the psychiatrist.
"My problem"” sobbed the patient, “is that in my dream I am also a
girl”.

* % %
A harassed father -to-be was waiting at the corridor of the hospital
where his wife was delivering their first born. The nurse finally
appeared beaming. "What did you want? “A boy or a girl“?, A boy".
Said the father. "Well, this time you got a girl." the nurse told him.
"That's OK, too' replied the father, “a girl was my second choice".

(|
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Per spective
Dr. Zac Philip

What is the real essence of worship? -
A Re-Visit

Sometimeago, | wrote an article about
our wasted efforts and time in the name
of worship. All religions spend a lot of
time, money and energy in the name of
worship. During the pilgrim seasons of
Sabarimala, Hajj, X’ mas in Bethlehem
etc., millions around the world spend
their precious time and fortune in the
name of worship. Thereisan old saying
“CHARM” becomes“HARM” if the“C”
isabsent. Glamour and attractivenesscan
be useless or even dangerous if it does
not contain the “C” which stands for
character, commitment, and credibility.

The above principleisequally truein
the case of worship aso. To most of us,
worship means church services
consisting of singing, praying and
listening to a sermon. To add colour, we
also observe ceremonies with candles,
ringing of bells and crackers. It is high
timethat werealizethat worshipismuch
more than a musical performance or a
theatrical show of garments and gold
crosses. In the Old Testament days,
worship included a sacrificial lamb.
Today, we have Jesus, the spotless”Lamb

|

of God” a “once and for al” sacrifice
with us. Surrendering and following His
teachings define the real faith and
worship. Nothing shattersaperson’sfaith
like spiritual hypocrisy, when peopleyou
love and admire talk one way and walk
another way.

St. Paul describes worship and asks
usto present our bodiesaliving sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, whichisyour
reasonable service (Romans 12:1). Pastor
Rick Warren re-iteratesthe theme stating
that the essence of worshipisto surrender
to God and follow his instructions
through your actions in life. Prophet
Isaiah warns against people using their
mouths and lips to honour God and
removing their hearts far from Him and
the punishment that follows them (Isiah
29:13 and 14 verses).

Peter was fishing all night with no
luck and Jesus told him to fish in the
same waters with the same equipment.
Peter surrendered to the words of Jesus
and got plenty of fish. The heart of
worship redly is surrender to God and
serving His commandments.
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There isthe story of an African ruler
visiting England who received a solar
clock asagift. Hereturned to his native
land and placed the clock in avenerable
place. His subjects were amazed at this
miracle clock and started placing it in a
gracious and beautiful place where
sunlight wasmissing. The amazing solar
clock stopped working for the lack of
sunlight. Our worship should not be like
that veneration. The heart of worship is
engaging your mind and body in serving
the Lord through your actions. Not

everyonewho saysLord, Lord shall enter
the kingdom of heaven. But HE WHO
DOES THE WILL OF MY FATHER
WHOISIN HEAVEN... (Mathew 7:21).

During our X’mas season, let us
remember thisthought together with our
carolsand church attendance and glorify
our Lord with our actions of generosity
and service to the less fortunate in our
community. That is the essence of
worship.

Prof.
Tintumon: BA
Prof. : For Sodium?
Tintumon: NA
Prof.
Tintumon: BANANA”

hear one at atime?’
Tintumon shouted, “ Okay - you start.”

Tintumon: didn’t write.
Teacher :why areyou not writing?

PASSIVE VOICE

Tintumon: “1 was made by a mistake”.

intumon Jokes

: Chemical symbol of Barium Z

: What will we get if 1 atom of Barium & 2 atoms of Sodium combines?

The principal was annoyed by the noise during the assembly program. “There
seem to be severa idiots in the auditorium this morning, Wouldn't it be better to

Teacher :Imagineur amillionaire. Write ur life history.
Tintumon: I’m waiting 4 my secretary 2 take notes....

Teacher : Write the passive voice of “| made a mistake”.

(collected by M.P. Alexander)

(|
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Last Page
M.G. Kuruvilla

TEMPLES BUILDING A TEMPLE

Yes, | am witnessing TEMPLES building a
TEMPLE. It is not far away. | am talking about
the reconstruction of St. John’s Orthodox Church
(Vakathanam Valiapally) in Kottayam Diocese.

You may wonder what is so great about this
renovation when it is more of a passion, though
not a necessity, for almost all priests and church
committees to engage in some construction ac-
tivities, may it be the church itself or a shrine or
an auditorium and if everything is OK, then to
put at least an air conditioner in these buildings.

| am not blaming any activity or the progress
aimed or achieved. Such activities may end well
or it may be accompanied by some criticism from
someone who is not necessarily involved in these
activities. Normally such criticism comes from
people who never do anything original on their
own and who are reluctant either to contribute
their effort or to part with a little money.

The Lord said “You are the Temple of God”.
So each one of us is expected to be the temple
of God but more often we are not. Even with our
occasional sinning and periodic confessions, we
may not rise to this level since our Christianity is
practically confined to Sundays.

Now coming back to the Vakathanam Church,
the picture is different. As the construction is pro-
gressing with people opening their treasures to
contribute beyond their might and the organiz-
ers striving day and night forgetting their own
needs, we see a great awakening on the spir-
itual side as well. This coincides with the Sun-
days of Consecration and Sanctification in the
Church Calendar.

|
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A group of people, under the leadership of
the parish priests, have taken it as their mission
to sanctify the members of the parish with their
voluntary service and already eight prayer meet-
ings are functioning in different parts of the par-
ish area. The number is expected to soar to ten
representing the ten wards of the big parish. This
is fantastic and I think this is a rare achievement.

As the construction of the church is being
completed and it is consecrated by the grace of
God in January 2012, in the 100th year of the
beginning of the Catholicate in India, the whole
parish will have a spiritual awareness and awak-
ening surpassing the jubilation.

Whenever | get a chance to share my view
about the church activities, | continuously exhort
that one-third of our resources may be diverted
to the administration part and next one third for
coordinating spiritual activities leaving one-third
exclusively for the development of the youth. As
| am witnessing the successful developments on
the spiritual side along with the reconstruction of
the mother church, | felt it is apt to say that tem-
ples of God are building a temple for God.

| find the spirit of God working when all the
workers understand each other and work with a
common goal without any room for Babel. | find
the beauty of leadership when people comply
with the directions of the leaders who maintain
transparency and conviction. It is great and | feel
like singing Psalm:133/1 in praise of what | am
witnessing. Let us say the same about all our
activities, may it be at Vakathanam or anywhere
else and for any common purpose.
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