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Nattakom P.O., Kottayam-13

Tel: 0481-2360020, Mob: 9446295000
Website: www.modiyiltravels.com | Email: mail@modiyiltravels.com

SUPPLIERS OF GOVT. AUTHORISED TOURIST CARS

TRAVELS

Madatharambil Building, Mulamkuzha Jn.,

V. THANKACHAN

Proprietor
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Best Wishres

ST. PETERS & ST. PAUL'S
Indian Orthodox Congregation

Vicar: Rev. Fr. George T
Trustee : Abraham Uthup
Secretary : Eapen K.J.
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Identity, purpose and future of the Church;
A reflection on the occasion of the Catholicate centenary

The 1960™ anniversary of St.
Thomas’ coming or the Church’s
inception in India and the finale
of the centenary of the
establishment of Catholicate
coincide and are celebrated in
2012. With the Catholicate
establishment in 1912 in
Malanakara, the most ancient
Christian community here started
using Catholicose as the title of
its head. Jathikkukarthavyan,
Archadayakkon (archdeacon),
Marthoma Metropolitan,
Malankara Metropolitan etc.,
were a few titles which had been
in use in different periods to
indicate the heads of the St.
Thomas Christians. In the context
of the centenary of that milestone
in the history of the Church , it is
relevant to think of the nature,
identity, and future of this Church.

In twentieth century, the
dalits in India started re-reading
their history to liberate
themselves by exposing the
persecution which they were
going through for the last three
thousand years and also the hidden
agendas of religious and
historical teachings of their
oppressors. Similarly a re-
reading of the history of the
Malankara Orthodox Church
has already been started to
expose the colonial attitude and
misuse of the authority by the
foreign churches  which
intervened in Malankara. It was
making use of the ignorance of a

FR. DR. BUESH PHILIP

large number of laypeople of

Malankara that the leaders of
Roman Church, Anglican Church
and also the Antiochean Church
started  spreading many
misconceptions leading to the
establishment of their
ecclesiastical authority here
causing a couple of divisions in it.
The Malankara Church had been
struggling hard to reaffirm its
autonomy and identify and
Coonan Cross Oath(CE 1599)
was one of the greatest
expressions of such a dream and
struggle. Establishment of the
Catholicate in CE 1912 was

another milestone in the
anticolonial  struggle of the
Church.

All genuine historians will
agree that there is nothing to

prove any connection between
Antiochean Syrian Church and
Malankara Church before 17%
century. Even the so called
beginning of such a link by the
coming of Mar Gregorios Abdul
Jaleel in CE 1665 is questioned
by a few historians today who
try to prove that he was not a
bishop of Jerusalem connected
to the Antiochean Church.
Beyond all doubts the Malankara
Church’s Antiocean connection
starts with the coming of Mar
Ivanios in 1751. After him the
bishops like Mar Athanasius, Mar
Dioscoros , Mar Yuyakim
Coorilose and Patriarchs like H.H.
Peter III and H.H. Abdulla were
trying to bring the Malnkara
Orthodox community under the
administrative authority of the
Antiocean Syrian Church. They
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questioned the validity of
ordination practices in Malankara
and forced many to receive
ordination from themselves. They
introduced Antiocean Syrian
liturgy and practices in Malankara
causing the ancient worship
patterns of Malankara go to
oblivion.. Especially these
Patriarchs took an extra effort to
get an agreement of ownership of
churches in Malankara to them
as well as registered agreement
of absolute submission of the
local leaders to their leadership.
When Pulikkottil Joseph Mar
Dionysius, the then Malankara
Metropolitan was reluctant do so,
many more bishops were
ordained by Patriarch Peter III,
thereby marginalizing him.

In the guise of helping this
Church, Antiochean intervention
ended up in efforts to subdue the
Church in Malankara, another
ancient apostolic Church.
Prompted by Christian love, one
Church may intervene to help
another. But no Church has been
authorized to have dominion over
another Church. According to the
most ancient understating of the
Church, each church in each
locality is autonomous and
autocephalous. Each Eucharistic
community is having the fullness
of the Church. A few leaders of
the Syrian Orthodox Church,
crazy of power and money,
started misusing their ecclesial
authority to bring the Malankara
Church under their control which
was the beginning of the crisis
that continues as a bane even
today.

Sometimes dream is a
response to the pain we
experience. The establishment of

the Catholicate in 1912 was for
reaffirming the identity, autonomy
and unity of the Church. Even
after that this struggle continued
through the heroic efforts of
Vattasseril St. Dionysius, and
through various leaders and
continuous legal fights. If what
happened in 1912 was a re-
establishment of Catholicate that
is to be interpreted as a great
recognition extended to
Malankara Church.

Celebration of the
Catholicate formation must be
an opportunity to discuss the
nature of the Church and also the
identity and future of the Church.
‘Ecclesia’ , the common Greek
term used in the New Testament
to denote the Church comes from
the Greek verb ‘kaleo’ which
means to call. It means the
Church is the assembly of those
who responded to the call from
God. In other words it is a
community called out by God
from the world for a purpose.

Even if Jesus has not
founded a Church directly, in the
ultimate analysis, Jesus Christ is
the origin and foundation of the
Church. The Church was formed
by those who responded to God’s
call through Christ. After St.
Peter’s confession of Jesus as the
Son of God , Jesus says that He
will build his church on this rock
meaning the faith just proclaimed
by Peter. All those who make the
same confession likewise inherit
the same promise. It is on them,
on all believers that the Church is
built. Understanding the truth and
response to it in faith are essential
for the building up of the church.
Many of Christ’s words and
deeds reveal His intention to

found a Church. Jesus gathered
disciples around himself so that
later on they could assemble the
people of God around Himself.
The last supper with the institution
of the Eucharist was to help them
to continue a community life by
being rooted in Him. Resurrection
of the Lord and especially the
event of Pentecost contributed
significantly to the birth of the
Church.

The images of the Church
like ‘the body of Christ’(I Cor.
12), ‘living temple’ (Ephesians 2),
‘bride of Christ’(Ephesians 5)
etc., as seen in the Bible give a
picture of its organic union with
Christ.  Christ’s mystical
presence in the Church evokes
veneration and respect. St. Paul
further depicts the Church as the
pleroma of Christ(Ephesians 1:22,
23). The Greek word pleroma
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means that which completes or
that which fills the gap. So if the
Church is the pleroma of Christ,
the whole Christ is the incarnate
Lord plus His body the Church.
At the same time the Church
needs to grow in its loving union
with Christ and obedient
submission to the will of God as
revealed in Christ. These images
also indicate the beauty of the
fellowship and community life in
the church. The historical and
eschatological dimensions of the
Church are also synthesized here.
This solid unchanging foundation
in Christ which has a relevance
beyond history is the trait that
distinguishes a church from a
political party which changes
even its core tenets according to
the changes in socio, economic,
and cultural situations.

A rejuvenation of this basic
self awareness of the nature and
calling of the Church is essential
for keeping up its authentic
identity and mission. In spite of
the existential necessity and
struggle for keeping the autonomy
and unity of this ancient church,
she could focus on nourishing
her children and also take care
of a ministry to the world outside
its boundaries at least in a small
measure. Now the time has
come to intensify its catholicity,
apostolicity, unity and holiness
corresponding to the four
adjectives used in the Nicene
creed — catholic, apostolic, one
and holy.

The word Catholic comes
from the Greek Katholike (kata
+holon) which means
concerning the whole or holistic.
The Greek words subsequently
found their way into Latin word
Catholicus , which came to have

the meaning ‘universal or
general’. The first known use of
the phrase ‘the Catholic Church
occurs in the writings of St.
Ignatius of Antioch who was
martyred in Rome around 110
AD. Early Christian fathers used
the word Catholic more in a
qualitative than in a quantitative
sense. For them it implied the
fullness of truth as it is expressed
in every true local Eucharistic
community. So, for the early
Christians, this adjective of the
church was not referring to a
Church spread over the whole
earth. The faith and Gospel it
uphold has a relevance for the
whole world and also for all ages.
The church is Catholic because
of the wholeness of Christ and
His gospel. The Church is to be
convinced about it in humility and
convey it to the whole world. It
appeals to all kinds of people and
to the body mind and spirit and
thus to the whole person. The
Church gives worship to God on
behalf of the whole world
including the non- human creation
and brings blessings from God to
the whole world.

Catholicity for the western
church acquired a political,
geographical and cultural
connotation especially during the
colonization process started from
the European ‘centre’. Along
with this colonial expansion of the
Christian European countries
conquering the Asian, African
and South American countries and
spreading European culture, the
mission of the Roman Catholic
Church and Protestant Churches
also progressed. The same
process continues through the so
called Globalization today. This
dominating, devastating and

sweeping universalism is a
misguided connotation of
‘Catholic’.

Apostolicity refers to the
common witness of the apostles
on which the Church is
founded.(Eph. 2:20). The
apostles’ experience of God in
Christ is transmitted down the
generations in the Church. In
Malanakara we are indebted to
St. Thomas for our apostolic
inheritance.  Apostolicity also
refers to the mission of the
church. The word missionary is
derived by the Latin translation of
apostolic. Apostle means one
who is sent with a mission. The
Church is a community set apart
and sent by God for the ministry
of the Kingdom of God in this
world. It is when this vision of
the Church as a sign, sacrament
and instrument of the Kingdom of
God in history is weakened that
it is tempted to be concerned very
much about its own glory. The
Church is to be a servant of the
victims of injustice , sin and
sickness.

A few suggestions for re-
vitalizing the identity and mission
of the Church;

1. Home based training to
the children for Orthodox
Christian life is to be encouraged
and intensified. Even if the life
of parishioners and especially that
of the parents contribute to the
Orthodox Christian formation of
the Children, there should be a
few minutes in a couple of days
every week set apart for teaching
ministry at home. Parents are
also in need of special classes for
equipping themselves for this



mission. Sunday school will
supplement this.

2. Special ministry for those
who are not comfortable in
Malayalam need to be
encouraged throughout the
Church. When our church was
confined to Kerala till the middle
of the 20" century, this was not
at all an issue. Malanakara
Orthodox Church has accepted
well the need to cater to the
needs of diverse groups in each
parish. That is why we have
various organizations like Martha
Mariam Samajam, MGOCSM,
Balasamajam, Sunday School,
Youth Movement, Prayer Groups
etc. The criteria for such
categorization are differences in
gender, age, area of living etc.
For example MM samajam is
based on gender difference, youth
movement on age, and prayer
groups on locality. But for a
couple of decades we feel the
need of having another criterion
which is linguistic or cultural
difference. Language is one
important aspect of the culture.
But catering to the needs of the
Neo Diaspora demands more
than this.

If there is a separate system
for the Neo Diaspora, there is no
more any need to impose English

or a non-Malayalam worship on
Malayali adults. When people like
Dn. M.P. Peter (later on H.G
Pathros Mar Osthathios) took
initiative to translate our liturgy
from Syriac to Malayalam there
was criticism and opposition from
the then leadership of the Church.
But all over the Church the
advantage of having liturgy in the
mother tongue of Keralites has
been well accepted and
appreciated today. The same
norm need to be applied in the
case of Neo Diaspora also.
Transliteration is not of much
benefit and will not have any
lasting impact. Encouraging the
neo Diaspora to study Malayalam
is good. However these are not
real solutions to the issue if we
take the coming generations also
into account seriously.

Worship in English on a
regular basis in most of our
parishes in America, Canada,
Europe, Australia, Singapore,
Malaysia etc., and in a few
churches in India is a good sign.
It will be helpful if one new
generation priest who is fluent in
a language comfortable to the
new generations in that locality
will be appointed in all major
parishes to focus on the Neo
Diaspora(refers to ‘the new
generations born and brought up

outside kerala’) initially. He may
be able to take care of the Neo
Diaspora in a few other small
parishes also. Thus a parallel
ministry can be developed in
each parish especially in big
parishes. The separate
arrangements with special
sensitivity to the language or
cultural difference of the
parishioners is affirming the need
of diverse focus in the ministry of
the same church and also the
unity in diversity in the church.

3. Added to that an
exclusive Malanakara Orthodox
English parish in each city where
our presence is strong, will fulfill
the dreams of many of our
youngsters as well as open the
doors of our Church to Mission
to the Non Orthodox people in this
part of the world. The Church’s
main duty is not to preserve the
ethnic racial identity or to
continue as a self centered closed
community. Worshipping God and
taking sacrificial steps to reach
out to the Non Orthodox people
with gospel and inviting them for
experiencing the rich spiritual
heritage to fulfill their being are
also very important regarding the
identity of a Church. Such
dreams will be materialized in
outside Kerala region through
exclusive English/non malayali
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parishes of our Church. A lot of
prayers, study and researches are
necessary in this regard.
However if we take some
concrete steps to start something
towards this, the Holy Spirit will
lead such initiatives and
endeavors to a glorious stage .

4. The whole church need
to pray, think and act to rejuvenate
the monastic movement in the
church. What are the radical
steps to make the existing
convents and ashrams more
fruitful and vibrant and also to
attract more youngsters to this?

5. Unbridled pleasure-
seeking and luxury spread by the
consumerist culture of today’s
globalization which is in radical
opposition to the Gospel is to be
exposed. Rejection of the glory
of this world and commitment to
glorify God’s name are central to
the ascetic spirituality which is at
the core of Orthodox tradition.
Following Christ, early Christians
were convinced that enslavement
to the glory and pleasures of this
world and its riches choke the
seed of the word of God sown in
their life.(St. Mathew 13:22 )
Corporates today are funding to
popularize the values of self-
gratification and self-glorification
which promote maximum
business of all kinds and
maximization of profit at any cost.
May truth liberates the Church
as a whole and parishes in
particular to follow a policy of
simplicity or moderation in all
dealings especially concerning
public programmes,
advertisements, constructions etc.

6. Radical commitment to
the marginalized is essential. In
the early Christian period
offertory and all collections were
for serving the poor and the needy.

In addition to the charitable giving,
the Church, being a prophetic
voice, can develop an office just
to criticize and stimulate the state
address the poverty related issues
responsibly. In India alone around
twenty five lakh children die
because of malnutrition and other
poverty related reasons every
year. Canonizing any bishop or
any member of the Church who
has taken deep commitment to the
welfare of the marginalized and
sacrificial steps to empower them
will be a great boosting to the
mission of the Church.

7. It is significant to think
of taking more steps to
inculturate this Church in which
original identity and cultural
expressions became dim due to
the foreign interventions. By
making use of the good elements
of each local culture, Church is
supposed to express its being in
theology, liturgy, architecture,
vestments etc.

8. Peacemaking mission:
Unceasing efforts are necessary
to ensure the harmony of families
in each parish, of parish itself,
and of the Church and unity of
the Churches. Understanding the
challenge of the Gospel and
common roots our Churches itis
imperative to work earnestly for
an active fellowship of all
churches having St. Thomas’
heritage.  Church has a
responsibility to take initiative for
peace among  religious
communities also. “Blessed are
the peacemakers , for they are the
children of God (Mt 5:9).” Parish
priests can think of availing the
assistance of a parish member/a
small committee with vision,
integrity and spiritual maturity to
take initiative for making this
peacemaking mission in all levels
vibrant.

9. Media education is very
significant today. How to make
use of new media? How to equip
the new generations to make a
critical evaluation of the films and
other programmes in TV
channels? How can we be
responsible users of media and
technology? Measures to seek
answers to these need to be part
of our parish ministry.

10. Orthodox Academy:
Hope that the emerging
discussions regarding the
Orthodox Academy will lead to
the fulfillment of this dream which
will facilitate more enlightening
theological discussions in the
Church and also to develop a
syllabus for valid degrees in our
seminaries with ample Orthodox
courses and concerns. This
initiative will set a paradigm shift
in the formation of the future
leadership of the Church.

Like the second Vatican
Synod of the 1960s in the Roman
Catholic Church, a Catholicate
Centenary Establishment
Memorial Synod could contribute
tremendously to transform the
outlook, approaches to various
issues and the mission of the
Malankara Orthodox Church. A
serious undertaking of such
missions would give more
meaning to Catholicate and
expression to the autonomy of the
Church. The ultimate model of
authority in the Church is that of
Christ, its true head. Humility,
sacrificial love, holiness and
wisdom are important traits of this
authority. In the Orthodox
tradition, by becoming icons of
Christ, leaders must thrive to
guide the Church to be the
presence of Him.
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Kalarickal Bazar,
Kottayam - 686 001
Tel: 0481-2301149,

Best Compliments from

ELITE AGENCIES

PAINTS & HARDWARES

Best Compliments from

s
BRIVADE

The Fashion Hub

Footwear / Leather Goods / Accessories
Basement, near foodbazar,
Goldsouk Grande, Vytila, Kochi
0484 4050837
brigadegoldsouk @ gmail.com
<http://thebrigade.biz/>
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