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“To recognize that antisemitism is not a sideshow 
to racism within White nationalist thought is 
important for at least two reasons. First, it allows 
us to identify the fuel that White nationalist 
ideology uses to power its anti-Black racism, 
its contempt for other people of color, and its 
xenophobia—as well as the misogyny and other 
forms of hatred it holds dear....

Antisemitism, I discovered, is a particular 
and potent form of racism so central to White 
supremacy that Black people would not win our 
freedom without tearing it down.”
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revelation or been drawn to the Jewish community through some 
mysterious pull of identiÞ cation. It’s true that back in Long Beach, 
on days I opted out of middle school, the man at the corner deli 
would call me over and give me blueberry blintzes. He was the Þ rst 
person I knew was Jewish. I didn’t know what that meant, but the 
blintzes were good, and when you don’t have a lot of food, they are 
even better. But I also remember the delicious sushi a local Japanese 
restaurant gave me. I still love sushi, and blintzes, but neither helped 
me to understand racism or social change. There was no kumbaya 
experience, no light bulb, no moment where I became Paul on the 
road to Damascus. It was just common sense to study my enemy, 
White nationalism. And like any worthwhile research project, it has 
taken time.

A central insistence of antiracist thought over the past several decades 
is that, as with any social category produced by regimes of power, 
you don’t choose race, power chooses it for you; it names you. This 
is why all the well-meaning identiÞ cation in the world does not 
make a White person Black. Likewise, as much as I draw inspiration 
from the Jewish community, and as much as I adore my Jewish 
partner and friends, it was my organizing against antisemitism as a 
Black antiracist that Þ rst pulled me to the Jewish community, not the 
other way around. I developed an analysis of antisemitism because 
I wanted to smash White supremacy; because I wanted to be free. If 
we acknowledge that White nationalism clearly and forcefully names 
Jews as non-white, and did so in the very Þ ber of its emergence 
as a post-civil rights right-wing revolutionary movement, then we 
are forced to recognize our own ignorance about the country  we 
thought we lived in. It is time to have that conversation.
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The bombing of the Oklahoma City federal courthouse by White nationalists 
Timothy McVeigh and Terry Nichols was painted as a conspiracy by the 
government itself as an excuse to take citizens’ guns away.
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The meteoric rise of White nationalism within national discourse 
over the course of Donald Trump’s presidential campaign and 
freshman administration—through Trump’s barely coded speech 
at fascist-style rallies, his support from the internet-based “Alt 
Right,” and his placement of White nationalist popularizers in top 
positions—has produced a shock of revelation for people across a 
wide swath of the political spectrum. This shock, in turn, has been 
a source of frustration within communities of color and leftist 
circles, where White liberals are often accused of having kept their 
heads in the sand while more vulnerable populations sounded the 
alarm about the toll of economic crisis, mass incarceration, police 
violence, deportation, environmental devastation, and—despite and 
in reaction to the election of Barack Obama—the unending blare 
of everyday hate. This is an understandable reaction. It’s one I’ve 
often shared. But the fact that many of us have long recognized 
that the country we live in is not the one we are told exists doesn’t 
mean we always understand the one that does. Within social and 
economic justice movements committed to equality, we have not 
yet collectively come to terms with the centrality of antisemitism to 
White nationalist ideology, and until we do we will fail to understand 
this virulent form of racism rapidly growing in the U.S. today.

To recognize that antisemitism is not a sideshow to racism within 
White nationalist thought is important for at least two reasons. 
First, it allows us to identify the fuel that White nationalist ideology 
uses to power its anti-Black racism, its contempt for other people 
of color, and its xenophobia—as well as the misogyny and other 
forms of hatred it holds dear. White nationalists in the United States 
perceive the country as having plunged into unending crisis since the 
social ruptures of the 1960s supposedly dispossessed White people 
of their very nation. The successes of the civil rights movement 
created a terrible problem for White supremacist ideology. White 
supremacism—inscribed de jure by the Jim Crow regime and 
upheld de facto outside the South—had been the law of the land, 
and a Black-led social movement had toppled the political regime 
that supported it. How could a race of inferiors have unseated this 
power structure through organizing alone? For that matter, how 
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feeling less so over these recent months as the candidate-turned-
president seemed reluctant to disavow his endorsement by David 
Duke, the most notorious White supremacist in America. Meanwhile, 
Jewish cemeteries are desecrated even as the administration directs 
the FBI to double down on the surveillance of Muslims and 
focus less on the White supremacists who constitute the principal 
domestic terrorist threat in the United States. Jewish thought 
leaders and journalists are being harassed on social media. Just last 
week, White House press secretary Sean Spicer caused a furor by 
favorably comparing Adolph Hitler to Bashar al-Assad of Syria in 
remarks that, whether intentionally or not, echoed the apologetics of 
Holocaust deniers.

We do not yet know where Trump’s coalition will land on the 
question of White nationalism. That Trump’s son-in-law and adviser 
Jared Kushner is Jewish should not in itself be of comfort; there were 
Jews who worked with Hitler, too, and Blacks in the Confederate 
army. But it is important to note that the White nationalist faction 
of the administration led by Stephen Bannon—now ousted from his 
position in the National Security Council—is just one of several 
warring parties and currently appears to be losing ground. In other 
words, we do not yet have a fully activated White nationalist 
administration. (If we did, we’d know.) At the same time, the fact 
that this remains an open question at all likely invites more than a 
few ostensibly “White” Jews to contemplate the provisional nature 
of their Whiteness, their privilege. Privilege, after all, is not the 
same as power. Privilege can be revoked. And this means too that 
progressive movements and social change organizations must come 
to understand that all social movements have infl uence, including 
those that seek to construct a society based on exclusion and terror.

Sometimes I wish I had a better story to tell about how I arrived 
at this analysis—a story more dramatic or more heartwarming, 
somehow more about me. If I live and work, as I do, in the kind 
of daily, intimate Black-Jewish coalitions that were a mainstay of 
the civil rights movement but are now supposed to be fraught with 
mutual suspicion, I must have experienced a historically uncanny 
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posited as an exception—should regard themselves as White allies 
of people of color, eschewing any identity as a racialized people with 
their own skins at risk in the fi ght against White supremacy? Why, 
when Jews are safe and claims to the contrary serve to justify rather 
than to challenge racial and other oppressions, like conservative 
commentator Alan Dershowitz’s cynical recent attempt to discredit 
antiracist and anticolonial struggles by declaring intersectionality 
an antisemitic concept? Why, when Jews of European descent are 
supposedly “White,” have long been, will ever be?

I can answer this question as I have been doing and will continue 
to do: antisemitism fuels White nationalism, a genocidal movement 
now enthroned in the highest seats of American power, and fi ghting 
antisemitism cuts off that fuel for the sake of all marginalized 
communities under siege from the Trump regime and the social 
movement that helped raise it up. To refuse to deal with any ideology 
of domination, moreover, is to abet it. Contemporary social justice 
movements are quite clear that to refuse antiracism is an act of 
racism; to refuse feminism is an act of sexism. To refuse opposition 
to antisemitism, likewise, is an act of antisemitism. Arguably, not 
much more should need to be said than that. But I suspect that much 
more does need to be said. To the hovering question, why should 
we be talking about antisemitism, I reply, what is it we are afraid 
we will fi nd out if we do? What historic and contemporary confl icts 
will be laid bare? And if we recognize that White privilege really 
is privilege, what will it mean for Jewish antiracists to give up the 
fantasy that they ever really had it to begin with?

And yet this impasse seems fi nally to be breaking down. It has 
long been the case that at moments when the left has suffered 
another devastating and seemingly inexplicable political loss, my 
phone rings more often; now that the White nationalist movement 
has come to national power, it is ringing off the hook. The public 
and private discussions I’ve had just in the past month suggest a 
hunger to understand antisemitism—within and outside the Jewish 
community—the likes of which I have never witnessed before. 
Certainly many American Jews who regard themselves as White are 
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could feminists and LGBTQ people have upended traditional 
gender relations, leftists mounted a challenge to global capitalism, 
Muslims won billions of converts to Islam? How do you explain 
the boundary-crossing allure of hip hop? The election of a Black 
president? Some secret cabal, some mythological power, must be 
manipulating the social order behind the scenes. This diabolical evil 
must control television, banking, entertainment, education, and even 
Washington, D.C. It must be brainwashing White people, rendering 
them racially unconscious.

“The Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion,” fi rst circulated 
by Czarist secret police in Russia in 1903, established the 
blueprint of antisemitic ideology in its modern form.


