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Irshaadul Mulook
permanently settled in Gangoh. Night and day he was occupied with
dars, tadrees, ifta and reforming those committed to Sulook. Numerous
people acquired from Hadhrat benefits in both Uloom-e-Zahiriyyah
(academic knowledge of the Shariah) and Uloom-e-Bétiniyyah
(Tasawwuf).

A letter written by Hadhrat Gangohi (rahmatullah alayh) in reply to
a letter by Hadhrat Haji Sahib (rahmatullah alayh) in which he requested
information about the halat (spiritual and moral conditions) of Hadhrat
Gangohi (rahmatullah alayh), is reproduced here verbatim:

“O my refuge of both worlds! You have requested information about
the halat of this useless one. What can this non-entity present of his
insignificant conditions in the presence of the Fountain of excellence
and perfection? (This is a reference to Hadhrat Haji Sahib). By Allah!
I am highly ashamed. 1 am nothing. But on account of Hadhrat’s
instruction, I am constrained to write something, Hadhrat Murshid!
Regarding the condition (hal) of 1lm-e-Zahiri, in the period of
approximately more than seven years since | have departed from your
august presence, until this year, more than 200 have qualified in Hadith.
The majority of them have initiated dars (the profession of imparting
Deeni Knowledge) and they are active in the revival of the Sunnah.
They have been responsible for the dissemination of the Deen. There
is no greater honour than this honour if it is accorded Divine acceptance.

In a nutshell, the fruit of my presence in Hadhrat’s service is that
=v heart is not concerned with either benefit or harm from anyone
sesides Allah Ta’ala. Wallah! Sometimes | am separated from my
Masha-ikh, hence I am not concerned with the praise or criticism of
anvone. I regard both the one who praises me and the one who criticize
me to be distant from me.

I have developed a natural dislike for sin and a natural inclination
% obedience. This effect is due solely to that relationship (nisbat)
which has reached me from the spiritual effulgence of Hadhrat.

To say more will be disrespectful.

May Allah forgive that I be a liar, for | have written on the instruction
» Hadhrat. In reality I am nothing. It is only Your shadow — only Your
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Irshaadul Mulook
existence. What am 1? | am nothingz. Only He is. You and me are shirk
upon shirk. Astaghfirullah! Astaghfirullah! Astaghfirullah! Wala haula
wala quwwata illa billah. Kindly absolve me from saying more.

Wasalam. 1306 Hijri.”

This letter of Hadhrat Gangohi (rahmatullah alayh) to his Shaikh
and Murshid was in the year 1306 Hijri. Hadhrat passed away in 1323
Hijri. The lofty state of spiritual elevation which Hadhrat Gangohi
(rahmatullah alayh) had reached in these seventeen years may be gauged
from the formidable array of Ulama who were among his Mureedeen
(disciples) and Majazeen (Khulafa). Among thirty great names, the
following are a few: Hadhrat Aqdas Maulana Khalil Ahmad Saharanpiri
(Muh4jir-e-Madani), Hadhrat Aqdas Shaikhul Hind Deobandi, Qutbul
Atqiya Hadhrat Abdur Rahim Raipiri and Shaikhul Islam Hadhrat
Madani (rahmatullah alayhim). A brief life-sketch of these personalities
is given in Tazkaratur Rashid.

Hadhrat Aqdas Maulana Al-H&j Muhammad Ilyas (rahmatullah
alayh), the founder of Tabligh Nizdmuddin is the khalifah of Hadhrat
. Saharanpiiri (rahmatullah alayh), the first among the khulafa of Hadhrat
Gangohi (rahmatullah alayh).

The process of Ta'leem-e-Zahiri and Batini continued by Hadhrat
Aqdas Gangohi (rahmatullah alayh) until the end of 1313 Hijri. From
the beginning of 1314 Hijri, the time which was allocated for [Im-e-
Zahiri was also devoted for Tasfiyah-e-Quloob, (adornment of the
hearts) and tazkiyah-e-Nufoos (purification of the nufoos) because he
had lost his eyesight.

On Friday 8th Jamadith Thani 1323 Hijri, at the time of the Fajr
Athan he bade farewell to this lowly material world. Among the favours
of Allah Jaile-Shanuhu bestowed to Hadhrat, was the rank of Shahddat
as well. A very large and highly poisonous snake yearning to kiss the
holy feet of Hadhrat, bit his foot during Tahajjud Salat. However, on
account of Hadhrat’s total istighraaq (absorption) in Salat, he remained
unaware of the snake-bite. When Hadhrat set out for Fajr Salat in the
early morning light, his khuddim noticed his foot and trousers soaked in
blood. It was only then that Hadhrat realised what had happened. He
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